Marking the Mule Train
This 50-year observance of the Mule Train and
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Poor People’s Campaign
is an exciting time to share the significance of why
Dr. King selected Marks. As the 50th Anniversary
approaches, Marks is eager to open and share this
gift with the world. Help support music artists,
renowned speakers and conference expenses by
becoming a sponsor. Your contribution will make
the 50th Marks Mule Train Anniversary a reality.

Become a Sponsor
$10,000 Presenting

Name and logo on all marketing material
Media presence (social media, print, radio, TV)
Prime location for conference booth display
Ten (10) Event T-shirts
Ten (10) Gospel Concert Tickets (Sunday)

Rebuild the Dream Schedule of Events

Rebuild the

Please join us in commemorating the 50th Anniversary
of the Mule Train, featuring renowned keynote speakers.
Please check the website for times and locations.

Thursday, May 10th

• Student March Re-enactment by
Madison S. Palmer High School Students
• Evening Reception
• Exhibits
• Vendors Open

May 10-13, 2018 (Mother’s Day Weekend)
Marks, Mississippi

Friday, May 11th
•
•
•
•

Prayer Breakfast
Break-out Sessions
Marks Tours
Evening Banquet (guest speaker)

$5,000 Sustaining

Name and logo on all marketing material
Media presence (social media, print, radio, TV)
Prime location for conference booth display
Five (5) Event T-shirts
Five (5) Gospel Concert Tickets (Sunday)

$2,500 Platinum

Name and logo on all marketing material
Media presence (social media, print, radio, TV)
Prime location for conference booth display
Two (2) Event T-shirts
Two (2) Gospel Concert Tickets (Sunday)

$1,000 Gold

Saturday, May 12th

• Mule Train Re-enactment (guest speaker)
• Picnic in Historic Marks Roadside Park

Sunday, May 13th

• Gospel Concert featuring the Mighty Clouds of Joy
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Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Poor People’s Campaign

Media presence (social media, print, radio, TV)
One (1) Event T-shirt
One (1) Gospel Concert Ticket (Sunday)

$500 Silver

Media presence (social media, print, radio, TV)
For sponsorship information, please contact:
662.326.3520 or 662.388.1550.
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www.quitmancountyms.org
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Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Poor People’s Campaign

Quitman County Today

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
Poor People’s Campaign
In early spring of 1968, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
visited Marks, Mississippi, to rally support for the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference’s (SCLC)
“Poor People’s Campaign,” a nationwide march to
Washington, D.C., to raise awareness of economic
disparity and persistent poverty. Dr. King was so moved
by the desperate conditions in Marks that he promoted
it as the starting point for the campaign’s network of
traveling groups.
In the weeks following King’s assassination
on April 4, 1968, news reporters descended
on Marks to report on the “Mule Train”
formation and preparation for the journey
to Washington. Soon after,
caravans of protestors began
to slowly move their way
toward the East Coast from
several locations in muledrawn wagons.
SCLC leaders came to Marks to finish the work Dr.
King started. Three marches were conducted in
the streets, one of which was led by nearly 300 high
school students and 13 teachers who left campus in
protest of the arrest of one of the SCLC organizers,
Willie Bolden, who had been visiting the high school
recruiting volunteers for the Mule Train journey. The
students and teachers marched though downtown to
the jail located behind the county courthouse where
the peaceful protest was met with gun butts pointed
in their faces by a drove of state troopers wearing riot

gear. Several students and teachers were injured and
later taken to the nearby hospital.
On May 13, 1968, with weeks of preparation, 115
Quitman County residents, ranging in age from eight
months to 70 years old, left Marks traveling in more
than a dozen wagons. They crept almost 500 miles over
the next month before reaching Atlanta, where people,
mules, and wagons were loaded aboard a train bound
for Alexandria, Virginia. On June 19, 1968, Quitman
County’s famous Mule Train rolled into the nation’s
capital and joined the large protest on National Mall.
The world watched as residents from Marks, as
well as a reported 50,000 U.S. citizens, participated
and marched on Washington on June 19, 1968,
addressing anti-poverty issues within the nation.
There was a global outpouring of support for
this movement that would later be deemed as a
memorial to Dr. King.

In 2009 the U.S. Congress created the Mississippi
Delta National Heritage Area to foster preservation,
perpetuation and celebration of the Delta’s heritage
through a climate of collaboration and sustainable
economic development. Quitman County was given this
distinction along with seven other Delta counties.
Quitman County is also designated as part of the
Mississippi Freedom Trail. In 2011 Marks was
selected from over 200 sites viewed as one of the
thirty locations in Mississippi to receive a historical
marker by the Mississippi Freedom Trail Task Force.
The marker was erected in Marks on October 2, 2015,
to honor the Mule Train’s legacy.
Many are unaware of the hardships and challenges
faced by Dr. King, the SCLC organizers, and local
leaders in organizing the Mule Train and those who
took the tiresome journey. They haven’t seen the
marches and student demonstrations or the sacrifices
made to house and feed the brave individuals who
traveled to Marks from all over the United States and
even from abroad. Many local residents who actively
took part or witnessed this event are eager to share
stories of how
the historic Mule
Train impacted
their lives.

“I have a dream that the State of
Mississippi, a desert state sweltering
with the heat of injustice and
oppression, will be transformed into
an oasis of justice and freedom.”
- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
from Marks, Martin and the Mule Train
by Dr. Hilliard Lawrence Lackey

The above photographs were made by Dr. James Goldman. Many of
his photographs documenting the Mule Train appear in Goldman’s
Gold, a book he published with Macklyn Hubbell.

